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1. Introduction 
Purpose of this ‘Interim Strategy’ 

1.1 The Chidham and Hambrook Neighbourhood Plan was made in September 2016 and 
comprises planning policy for the area, covering the period 2014-2029.  The area 
covered by the Neighbourhood Plan is illustrated in Figure 1, covering the entire 
Parish.  The Neighbourhood Plan was prepared in conformity with the adopted 
Chichester Local Plan, covering the same time period. 

1.2 Chichester District Council (CDC) is now in the process of preparing a new Local Plan.  
This will cover the period to 2037.  The review of the Local Plan commenced in 2017 
and was subject to a preferred options consultation in late 2018 and early 2019.  This 
establishes new housing and growth figures for the district as a whole, including 
substantial growth in Chidham and Hambrook Parish.  The preferred approach 
version of the Local Plan indicates, at draft Policy AL10, the requirement to allocate 
land to accommodate a minimum of 500 new homes in the Parish.  Since this was 
published CDC has continued to work on the Local Plan and wrote to the Parish in 
November 2020 to advise that a revised housing figure of 400 dwellings should be 
accommodated in the Parish over the life of the Local Plan.  The letter confirmed that 
schemes already benefitting from a planning permission, or which are allocated in an 
existing adopted Local Plan or made Neighbourhood Plan do not count towards this 
figure. 

1.3 Whilst the housing figure for Chidham and Hambrook has been reduced slightly work 
on the Local Plan continues, with delays to publication associated with matters such 
as ongoing work associated with waste water capacity and impact of nitrate 
deposition in the Chichester Harbour, as well as traffic impacts and solutions 
associated with the A27.  Until the outcomes of these studies are known the actual 
housing figure for Chidham and Hambrook cannot be confirmed and results may 
necessitate a change to the level, distribution or timing of development. 

1.4 In the meantime, CDC has published an Interim Position Statement for Housing (IPS) 
(dated November 2020).  This establishes CDCs policy position in respect of potential 
development sites and criteria that will be considered when determining planning 
applications.  CDC has also advised that Parishes which have a made Neighbourhood 
Plan should review and update these, including site allocations and policies to 
support the scale of growth proposed in the Local Plan.  Parishes have been advised 
that they should be in a position to formally consult on an updated Neighbourhood 
Plan (the six-week ‘Regulation 14 stage’ consultation) before the Local Plan is 
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submitted for Examination, which is envisaged as being in Summer 20221.  If a 
decision is taken not to review and update Neighbourhood Plans to consider the 
implications of proposed new growth, then CDC has confirmed that they will make 
decisions as to which sites to allocate for development. 

1.5 The Parish Council has taken the view that if growth is to come forward in Chidham 
and Hambrook, then the location of this should be determined through the 
neighbourhood planning process, and has thus commenced a review of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

1.6 However, in parallel to this, and set against the backdrop of delays to the new Local 
Plan and publication of the IPS, planning applications for new housing in Chidham 
and Hambrook have begun to be submitted to CDC. 

1.7 So whilst the Parish is seeking to take a plan-led approach to new growth and 
development in a way that meets the principles of sustainable development and 
helps deliver wider improvements in the Parish, through infrastructure provision for 
example, decisions are being predetermined somewhat by applications that are 
being submitted.  At the same time, and until further work is undertaken on the Local 
Plan, there is uncertainty as to the level of growth. 

1.8 This new Neighbourhood Plan Strategy has thus been prepared.  Based on 
information available, assessments and consultation exercises undertaken, it seeks 
to establish preferred directions for growth.  It is intended that this paper has two 
purposes: (1) it forms evidence to the emerging Neighbourhood Plan, and (2) until the 
emerging Neighbourhood Plan is in place, presents a framework which should be 
used by applicants and decision makers to inform planning applications. 

1.9 Work on this ‘Interim version’ Neighbourhood Plan Strategy has been informed by 
production of supporting evidence and consultation, as well as discussions with site 
promoters and CDC. 

1.10 The scale of growth is not in the hands of the Parish, but rather is set by CDC through 
the Local Plan, though surveys have been undertaken within the local community by 
the Parish to better understand local opinion.  Both this, and the assessment work 
undertaken, would suggest that the ability to accommodate growth within the Parish 
is more limited than CDC would suggest. 

  

                                                   
 

1 https://www.chichester.gov.uk/article/30926/Timeline---Local-Plan-Review (accessed September 2021) 
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Figure 1: The designated Neighbourhood Plan area for Chidham and Hambrook 

Crown copyright and database rights 2011

Ordnance Survey 100018803

Chichester District Council, 
East Pallant House,

Chichester, 
West Sussex. 

PO19 1TY.

License No. 1000 18803. 2013.

Legend

Parish boundary

Neighbourhood Plan Area
Chidham and Hambrook Parish
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Structure of the Interim Strategy 
1.11 Following this introduction, this Interim version of the Neighbourhood Plan Strategy 

comprises the following sections: 

• Section 2 presents the policy context for housing growth and criteria established 
by CDC to help direct good growth and development. 

• Section 3 presents a spatial analysis of the Parish, drawing, as appropriate, upon 
the technical evidence produced by CDC to underpin the emerging Local Plan.  It 
also reports on surveys of housing need in the local area. 

• Section 4 presents the emerging vision and objectives for the Neighbourhood 
Plan Area.   
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2. Policy context 
Chichester Local Plan 

2.1 The Chichester Local Plan 2014-2029 was adopted in July 2016 and presents the 
strategic framework within which the ‘made’ Chidham and Hambrook Neighborhood 
Plan sits.  Until a new Local Plan is adopted (see section below), it is the strategic 
policies of the adopted Local Plan which the Neighbourhood Plan needs to align with, 
though the direction of change identified within the emerging Local Plan must also 
be considered.  Indeed, it is the scale of growth and development envisaged in the 
emerging Local Plan that is triggering the review of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

2.2 Planning applications are currently determined against the policies in the adopted 
Local Plan and the made Neighbourhood Plan.  Key policies of relevance in the 
adopted Local Plan are: 

• Policy 2, which identifies Hambrook and Nutbourne as ‘service villages’ and where 
provision will be made for ‘small scale’ housing development and supporting 
community facilities.  Policy 5 then establishes a housing requirement for 
Chidham and Hambrook of 25 new homes to be delivered over the Plan period.   

• Policy 33, requiring development to be of a high quality of design, responding 
positively to local character, and Policy 40 requiring high levels of sustainability in 
the design and construction of new development. 

• Policy 42, which seeks to minimise and manage flood risk from new development. 

• Policy 43, which establishes criteria and requirements to be met when considering 
the impact of proposals for development in the Chichester Harbour AONB, such 
that any impacts are minimised. 

• Policy 45, which limits development in the countryside outside of settlement 
boundaries and Policy 48, which establishes criteria that must be demonstrated 
to avoid impacts on the natural environment and retain the identify of 
settlements. Equally, similar policies and criteria are presented in respect of 
protecting biodiversity (Policy 49), Special Protection Areas (Policy 50) and green 
infrastructure (Policy 51) 
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Chichester Local Plan Review 
2.3 The adopted Local Plan is currently subject to review.  The context for the review of 

the made Neighbourhood Plan, and thus the need to identify and allocate land for 
housing development in this, is set by the emerging Local Plan which includes, at draft 
Policy AL10, the requirement for delivery of around 500 new homes in Chidham and 
Hambrook Parish.  The draft Policy, in full, states: 
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2.4 Since publication of the draft Local Plan, consultation and ongoing work in respect of 
matters such as the impact of nitrate depositions on the Chichester Harbour AONB 
and Special Protection Area, has delayed publication of the next version of the Local 
Plan.  As a result of this work, CDC has suggested that a revised figure of 400 homes 
should be planned for in Chidham and Hambrook Parish, although that has yet to be 
confirmed, and results from the Parish wide community consultation held in July 2020 
indicate this figure would still be unacceptable to parish residents.  However, the 
overall housing requirements and spatial distribution of this may change as work on 
the Local Plan continues.  The outputs of that and the implications for Chidham and 
Hambrook remain unknown. 

Chichester Interim Position Statement 
2.5 An Interim Position Statement for Housing (IPS) was approved by CDC in November 

2020 following consultation in June 2020.  This is to be used to guide planning 
applications until the new Local Plan is in place and at such a time that CDC can 
demonstrate it has a five year supply of land available to meet housing requirements.  
CDC anticipate the IPS being used to help boost the supply of land for new homes, 
and delivery of those sites, and to guide development to ‘appropriate and sustainable 
locations’.  In particular, it states: 

Sites should be sustainably located in relation to existing settlements, with access to the 
facilities and services that are generally likely to be required by new residents.  Policy 2 of 
the CLPKP [the adopted Local Plan], and emerging policy S2 of the LPR [the emerging Local 
Plan], sets out the settlement hierarchy which will inform consideration of any proposed 
site [see note below]. 

Sites should be of a scale and density appropriate to the adjoining settlement.  Smaller 
scale sites, that provide for the gradual growth of settlements, are more likely to be suitable 
than sites that would significantly change the character of a place.  Developments 
adjoining smaller settlements will be expected to be smaller in scale than those that might 
be suitable for the extension of Chichester of the Settlement Hubs, with their larger sizes 
and ranges of facilities.  The Council may support higher density development in 
settlements with greater facilities and accessibility. 

Sites should also be acceptable in all other respects, e.g.: highways and access, flood risk, 
contribute to affordable housing and open space requirements, and should reflect the 
needs of local communities, in relation to the amount, size, type and mix of housing 
tenures proposed.  It is important that any proposed development also complies with 
environmental standards as identified in Policy 40 of the CLPKP. 
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2.6 In respect of the settlement hierarchy mentioned in the first paragraph of the quote 
from the IPS above, the emerging CDC Local Plan classifies Hambrook and Nutbourne 
as ‘service villages’, which is effectively tier three of the four tier settlement hierarchy. 

2.7 The IPS goes on to set out twelve criteria for good development that applicants should 
meet.  These inform the selection of potential sites to be allocated for future housing 
in the Neighbourhood Plan and are summarised below: 

1. The site boundary in whole or in part is contiguous with an identified settlement 
boundary (i.e.: at least one boundary must adjoin the settlement boundary or be 
immediately adjacent to it). 

2. The scale of development proposed is appropriate having regard to the 
settlement’s location in the settlement hierarchy. 

3. The impact of development on the edge of settlements, or in areas identified as 
the locations for potential landscape gaps, individually or cumulatively, does not 
result in the actual or perceived coalescence of settlements. 

4. Development proposals make best and most efficient use of the land, whilst 
respecting the character and appearance of the settlement. 

5. Proposals should demonstrate consideration of the impact of development on 
the surrounding townscape and landscape character, including the South Downs 
National Park and the Chichester Harbour AONB and their settings.  Development 
should be designed to protect long-distance views and intervisibility between the 
South Downs National Park and the Chichester Harbour AONB. 

6. Development proposals in or adjacent to areas identified as potential Strategic 
Wildlife Corridors as identified in the Strategic Wildlife Corridors Background 
paper should demonstrate that they will not affect the potential or value of the 
wildlife corridor. 

7. Development proposals should set out how necessary infrastructure will be 
secured. 

8. Development proposals shall not compromise on environmental quality and 
should demonstrate high standards of construction in accordance with the 
Council’s declaration of a Climate Change Emergency. 

9. Development proposals shall be of a high quality design that respects and 
enhances the existing character of settlements and contributes to creating places 
of high architectural and built quality. 

10. Development should be sustainably located in accessibility terms, and include 
vehicular, pedestrian and cycle links to the adjoining settlement and networks 
and, where appropriate, provide opportunities for new and upgraded linkages. 
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11. Development must be located, designed and laid out to ensure that it is safe, that 
the risk from flooding is minimised whilst not increasing the risk of flooding 
elsewhere, and that residual risks are safely managed. 

12. Where appropriate, development proposals shall demonstrate how they achieve 
nitrate neutrality. 

2.8 The next section of this Strategy document builds upon the criteria outlined above 
and will be used to help inform an appropriate development response in the Parish.  
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3. Local Context 
Location and connectivity 

3.1 Although the Parish (Figure 1) is oriented on a north south axis, the main 
concentration of existing development is located between the A259 and A27 (Figure 
5).  These routes effectively define a ‘sub-regional’ corridor running west from 
Chichester towards Emsworth, within which a series of relatively small settlements 
are found (Figure 6). 

 

Figure 2: view looking east along the A259 

3.2 There is no access to the A27 in the Parish.  The nearest access is Chichester to the 
East, or Havant to the west, some eight miles apart.  Accordingly, the A259 (Figure 2) 
forms the main route for local traffic movements in this corridor: relatively high 
volumes of traffic coupled with fast moving traffic can make this difficult to cross for 
those on foot and bicycle.  This is particularly important given the current location of 
Chidham Parochial Primary School, the Village Hall, the Christian Youth Enterprises 
and Cobnor Activities Centre, which are all located south of the A259 and thus on the 
opposite side of the main road to the majority of the local population. 
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3.3 Over the last twenty years there have been several serious accidents on the A259, 
particularly at the junctions of roads connecting with this2.  Data shows that in the ten 
year period 2010 – 2019 there were two deaths and 40 serious road accidents on the 
A259, representing a 40% increase over the previous ten years.  This emphasises the 
need for solutions to be put in place that improve safety for all. 

3.4 The A27 forms a major barrier to north south movement.  It is also a source of noise 
pollution3.  Furthermore, traffic passing north south over this (Figure 3) into the Parish 
often moves at high speed.  There have been several serious accidents on Broad Road 
and the junction with Scant Road West4. 

 

Figure 3: View looking south along Broad Road close to the bridge across the A27 

3.5 The corridor benefits from a railway line between Chichester and Emsworth, with a 
station located in Nutbourne.  Although much of Nutbourne is within a 400 metre 
(five minute) walking catchment of the station, services are limited to one per hour in 
each direction. 

3.6 The main bus route serving the area is the 700 Chichester to Portsmouth service, 
which operates every twenty minutes.  There is also a limited school bus service that 
passes along Main Road. 

                                                   
 

2 See https://www.crashmap.co.uk/Search 
3 See http://www.extrium.co.uk/noiseviewer.html based on Defra Strategic Noise Mapping Exercise 
4 See https://www.crashmap.co.uk/Search 
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3.7 The Parish benefits from a fairly extensive network of Public Rights of Way, 
particularly around and across the Chidham Peninsula, allowing for extensive 
waterside walks connecting to Thorney Island to the west and Bosham in the east.  
Routes north of the AONB are though more limited, but do include designated 
Bridleways along Drift Lane and alongside the A275. 

Landscape and setting 
3.8 The ‘west of Chichester corridor’ within which the Parish is located sits between the 

Chichester Harbour AONB to the south and the South Downs National Park to the 
north and is an area under pressure for growth.   

3.9 The designation of the Harbour and wetlands as a Special Protection Area (Chichester 
and Langstone Harbours SPA) further emphasises the important character and 
qualities of the environment in this area.  Furthermore, the wetland area surrounding 
the Chidham peninsula is also designated as a Ramsar Site (Chichester and Langstone 
Harbours), a Special Area of Conservation (Solent Maritime SAC), and a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest.  In addition, land to the west is designated as a Local Nature 
Reserve (Nutbourne Marshes).  This is a highly sensitive and protected environment, 
particularly for wading birds, and benefiting from international designations.  Indeed, 
much of the Chidham peninsula is either a ‘Core Area’ or ‘Primary Support Area’ for 
the Solent Wader and Brent Goose6. 

3.10 The relatively flat landscape and associated ‘big skies’ afford expansive vistas of the 
South Downs (Figure 4) and out across the AONB.  Other long distance views exist out 
towards Holy Trinity Church in Bosham and the Spinnaker Tower in Portsmouth 
(Figure 5). 

3.11 Strategic wildlife corridors (Figure 6) in the ‘west of Chichester corridor’ connect the 
AONB and South Downs National Park, and emphasise the separation between 
settlements.  These provide for the movement of wildlife between habitats and to 
provide animals ‘space to forage, feed and breed, in a wider landscape, and also to move 
between sites, maintaining genetic diversity and allowing them the chance to adapt to 
changes in their surroundings, both natural and man-made’7. 

                                                   
 

5 See https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/public-paths-and-the-countryside/public-rights-of-
way/public-rights-of-way-imap/ 
6 See Chichester Harbour Conservancy, May 2018, Chichester Harbour AONB, State of the AONB Report 2018 
7 Chichester District Council, December 2018, Strategic Wildlife Corridors: Local Plan Review Background Paper 
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Figure 4: View looking north from the A259 (east of Nutbourne) across to the South Downs 

3.12 The Chidham / East Nutbourne Strategic Wildlife Corridor connects the Chichester 
Harbour SPA with the South Downs National Park through a combination of 
watercourses, hedgerows and woodland.  The District Council has also recently 
consulted upon inclusion of an additional Strategic Wildlife Corridor between 
Nutbourne and Hambrook8.  A map of the proposed corridor is included in the 
appendix to this document. 

3.13 The Chichester Harbour AONB is identified as an area of tranquillity, with the 
southern parts of the ‘Chidham Peninsula’ being amongst the most tranquil within 
the AONB.  Conversely, land along the A259 is rated as being amongst the least 
tranquil9.  The peninsula also benefits from low levels of light pollution, intrusion and 
‘dark skies’.  Maybush Copse is a ‘Milky Way’ class Dark Sky Discovery Site, being a 
location where the Milky Way is visible to the naked eye10. 

3.14 Hambrook and Nutbourne benefit from defined settlement boundaries (Figure 7) and 
are the two largest concentrations of development within the Parish.  These are 
separated from each other at present by fields and agricultural activities, although 
some recent growth has taken place on the edges of Nutbourne and Hambrook, 
which has reduced the ‘gap’ between the two. 

                                                   
 

8 https://www.chichester.gov.uk/strategicwildlifecorridors 
9 See Chichester District Council, November 2018, Landscape Capacity Study – Section B Sub-area reports: East West 
Corridor 
10 ibid 
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Figure 5: Spatial analysis of Neighbourhood Plan area    
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Figure 6: The ‘west of Chichester corridor’, showing settlements in the area, proximity to the South Downs National Park and Chichester Harbour AONB, and Strategic Wildlife 
Corridors connecting these   



Chidham and Hambrook Neighbourhood Plan Strategy: Interim Version 
2022-2037 
 

 

19 

 
 

 

Figure 7: Spatial analysis of area around the defined settlements of Hambrook and Nutbourne 
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3.15 The presence of pylons and overhead power lines along the northern edge of 
Nutbourne, and which run east west through the area (Figure 8) limit development to 
some extent, with guidance published by National Grid (Design Guidelines for 
Development near Pylons and High Voltage Overhead Power Lines) establishing ‘safety 
clearances’ within which new development should be avoided.  Development has 
though recently taken place in relatively close proximity to these (on Hambrook 
Place), despite associated issues in respect of purchasers being unable to access 
mortgages and, consequently, the unit mix changing from a combination of eight 
open market and three shared ownership homes to all eleven becoming affordable 
rented properties.  Future development in similar locations could result in the 
delivery of mono-tenure development. 

 

Figure 8: Overhead pylons and the corridor associated with them limit development to some extent, though 
recent house building has taken place close to these 

3.16 Fields and agricultural activities also act as a break between existing development 
further east along the A259 towards Chidham Lane and Drift Lane, and from where 
long distance views of the South Downs are afforded.  The land is classified as high 
quality agricultural land (Grade 2), with much of that to the south of the A259 (in the 
AONB) being classified as Grade 1, including that land in and around the smaller 
settlement of Chidham11. 

                                                   
 

11 See Chichester Harbour Conservancy, May 2018, Chichester Harbour AONB, State of the AONB Report 2018 
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3.17 Field boundaries within the Parish are generally geometric in shape, and in many 
places defined by drainage ditches and channels, which are important for wildlife as 
well as flood management. 

3.18 The Chichester District Council Landscape Capacity Study notes that land between 
Nutbourne and Hambrook has medium to high capacity for change, but that 
elsewhere in the Parish, capacity for change is rated as medium to low12. 

3.19 However, the Landscape Capacity Study also notes the important contribution of land 
between Nutbourne and Hambrook to the rural settlement of the villages, and that 
great care would need to be taken to avoid landscape or visual harm, protecting the 
separate identities of the settlements. 

3.20 To the west of Nutbourne the Landscape Capacity Study notes that it is possible that 
a small amount of built development may be accommodated, subject to further 
landscape and visual impact assessment, responding to historic settlement patterns 
and local distinctiveness. 

3.21 To the east of Nutbourne and Hambrook, the historic field pattern, the contribution 
to the setting of the AONB, the separation of the settlements and long-distance views 
are considered to limit potential for growth, though some potential may exist, subject 
to further landscape and visual impact assessment. 

3.22 Land to the south of Nutbourne is within the AONB and has a strong and tranquil 
character, with long reaching panoramic views.  It is considered to have low capacity 
for change in the Landscape Capacity Study. 

3.23 To the north of Hambrook the Landscape Capacity Study considers that landscape 
contributes to the rural setting of Hambrook, but does suggest that some 
development might be accommodated on the edges of the existing built area and 
where it would have a strong relationship with the existing settlement edge. 

  

                                                   
 

12 See Chichester District Council, November 2018, Landscape Capacity Study – Section B Sub-area reports: East West 
Corridor 
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Community and infrastructure 
3.24 Overall population density across the Parish is relatively low, and the area ranks 

amongst the least deprived according to the indices of multiple deprivation.  
However, house prices are high, restricting access to housing13. 

3.25 There are three pubs within the parish and two village / community halls, as well as a 
small primary school.  However, provision of day-to-day services is limited to 
Hambrook Stores, on Broad Road, which also acts as the local Post Office.  As a result 
of any new development that takes place within the Parish there would be a need for 
expanded community facilities, allotments, play and open spaces. 

3.26 The emerging Chichester Local Plan (at Draft Policy AL10) requires that land be 
allocated for a two form primary school in the Parish14.  However, the Chichester 
Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP)15 notes that although additional school places may 
be required, the primary school does not have the capacity to expand, and that, 
instead, contributions should be made towards the building of a new primary school 
in Southbourne.  Representations made by West Sussex County Council (as Local 
Education Authority) confirm that, combined, growth across Chidham & Hambrook, 
Bosham and Southbourne will require delivery of new primary school provision, 
though there is currently no certainty as to where this will be provided. 

3.27 The IDP also states that contributions should be made to additional healthcare 
infrastructure in Southbourne.   

  

                                                   
 

13 See Chichester District Council, November 2018, Landscape Capacity Study – Section B Sub-area reports: East West 
Corridor 
14 Chichester District Council, Chichester Local Plan Review 2035, Preferred Approach – December 2018 
15 Chichester District Council, Chichester Infrastructure Delivery Plan 2016-2035 
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Local Housing Surveys 
3.28 During the course of work on this Neighbourhood Plan the Parish has surveyed 

residents in respect of the scale of future housing that may take place in the Parish.  
In the context of the emerging Local Plan, residents were asked ‘how many new 
homes would you regard as a fair allocation for the Parish over the period 2020 to 
2035?’.  Of those who responded, more than 50% said they wanted fewer than 100 
new homes.   

3.29 In 2019 CDC published a Housing Needs Survey16.  This indicates that: 

• The Parish has a higher proportion of people aged 65+ than across the District 
and the wider South East as a whole. 

• The Parish has a higher proportion of owner occupied housing than the District 
and South East as a whole.  This also means that the proportion of private and 
social rented housing in the Parish is lower than in the wider area. 

• There is a high proportion of four-bed plus homes in the Parish which attract high 
prices, exacerbating issues of affordability in the Parish. 

• The survey of residents undertaken in the Parish showed that 90% of respondents 
would support some form of new development within the Parish with the greatest 
support being for low cost home ownership and affordable rented housing for 
local people.  

• The report indicates a need for smaller housing in the Parish, for younger 
households and those looking to downsize.  The highest need is for one and two-
bedroom affordable rented housing, though also some need for two and three 
bedroom private market houses and bungalows. 

  

                                                   
 

16 Chichester District Council, Housing Delivery Team, September 2019, Housing Need Survey Report: Chidham and 
Hambrook Parish 
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Summary 
3.30 The analysis undertaken indicates that any future change within the area should 

respond to the local character, issues and features outlined above.  These include: 

• Respecting the pattern of settlement forms in the ‘West of Chichester corridor’, 
retaining the separate identity of individual villages. 

• Limiting development within the AONB and other sensitive landscapes and 
environments, including impacts on these. 

• Integrating green and blue infrastructure17 within areas of growth, responding to 
the landscape character and important wildlife corridors. 

• Focusing growth and development around the main settlement areas, but 
avoiding coalescence of villages, and retaining long distance views that are 
integral to local character and identity. 

• Directing growth away from unsustainable locations where there would be a 
reliance on the car for everyday journeys. 

• Utilising growth as a means to deliver improvements to walking and cycling 
conditions for local movement and access to facilities (including provision of new 
facilities meeting day-to-day needs and services), and reducing the speed of traffic 
to create safer environments for all. 

• New housing in the Parish should respond to local housing needs, 
accommodating smaller and more affordable homes for younger families and 
those looking to downsize. 

 

  

                                                   
 

17 Green infrastructure is defined as a network of multi-functional green space, urban and rural, which is capable of 
delivering a wide range of environmental and quality of life benefits for local communities.  It includes natural and 
semi-natural areas, such as trees, parks, allotments, cemeteries and woodlands.  Blue infrastructure refers to water 
features, such as river and streams canals, ponds and wetlands. 
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4. Vision and objectives 
Vision 

4.1 The made Neighbourhood Plan includes a vision statement for the Parish.  This has 
been updated for the purposes of the emerging Neighbourhood Plan, reflecting on 
potential future growth and change in the area.  It has been subject to consultation, 
where it was strongly supported18, and builds upon the analysis outlined above.  The 
vision is: 

Chidham, Hambrook and Nutbourne East will remain a beautiful harbour-

side Parish with the environment and a close, supportive community at its 

heart. We aim to create a sustainable place to live with housing suited to 

local needs, whilst preserving the ecology and character of the coastal area, 

our local economy, our rural and agricultural surroundings while maintaining 

views of the Harbour and South Downs. 

4.2 Alongside the vision a mission statement has also been prepared.  This is: 

To deliver a sustainable living environment through the development and 

effective use of land, to meet the Parish’s future housing, transport, 

community, education, health, recreational, retail and employment needs.  

This will be achieved through a strategic approach and proactive investment 

and improvement in local infrastructure. Local housing need will be met 

through eco-friendly design, appropriate density, siting and affordability 

criteria, in line with the Parish vision.    

                                                   
 

18 Results of consultation indicate that 69% of respondents strongly agreed with the vision and 25% were in agreement. 
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Objectives 

4.3 The vision and mission statement frame a series of objectives around key themes.  
These were subject to consultation in September 2019, with support expressed for 
these.  However, they have been updated to reflect comments and feedback received.  
The objectives are presented below and will be used to frame policies in the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

Objective set 1: Land use 

1. To focus development around the defined settlement areas whilst respecting 
the separate identities and character of the communities of Chidham, 
Hambrook and Nutbourne East. 

2. To protect and respect the open countryside for its intrinsic value and as a 
resource for a range of uses including wildlife, agriculture, tourism and 
recreation. 

3. To protect the rural nature of the Parish, its landscapes, and long distant 
panoramic views from the A259 northwards to the South Downs and 
southwards to Chichester Harbour. 

Objective set 2: Environment 

1. To protect agricultural land, biodiversity and access to green spaces for the 
benefit of residents’ wellbeing. 

2. To protect the connectivity of habitats, the trees, hedgerows and wildlife 
migration routes between the SDNP and the Chichester Harbour AONB, 
identified as wildlife corridors to the west and east of Nutbourne. 

3. To protect the Chichester Harbour AONB and its dark skies, as a valuable 
resource both for residents, visitors and generations to come. 

4. There must be sufficient green spaces and planting both between houses and 
across developments to encourage biodiversity, provide shading and minimise 
air pollution. 
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Objective set 3: Community Development 

1. To have a well located, sustainable, convenience store, and a small business 
centre with associated facilities that would support home working. 

2. To refurbish and improve parish infrastructure and amenities for the benefit of 
the community, residents, farming, tourism and leisure in order to 
accommodate the expected housing growth. 

Objective set 4: Housing 

1. To provide a mix of market and 40% affordable housing, of which 70% should 
be affordable rented housing, appropriate in terms of size and type, to enable 
people to live and work locally or stay in communities where they have a clear 
local connection. 

2. To provide a variety of house types, bungalows, houses and flats, green spaces 
and a variety of garden sizes within developments to cater for differing needs 
and to offer real choice. 

3. To ensure that the scale of development is appropriate to the setting, and 
housing density does not exceed 30 homes per hectare overall to be consistent 
with the semi-rural nature of the parish. 

4. To ensure that the surface water drainage of new housing development and 
local soil conditions does not adversely impact on existing homes, or the 
environment. 

Objective set 5: Climate Change 

1. Developments will be expected to deliver future proof, resilient, low carbon 
houses designed to withstand the effects of climate change taking into account 
energy efficiency, the effects of extreme temperatures and rainfall/surface 
water flooding, and sea level rise. 

2. To minimise the impact of additional housing affecting air quality and water 
quality, coastal erosion and climate change. 

Objective set 6: Design 

1. A design code will be used to set the required standard for high quality, low 
maintenance cost, leading edge low carbon housing design which aims to 
improve the overall quality of housing stock in the area. 
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Objective set 7: Transport 

1. To support the provision of sustainable public transport to enable residents to 
access regular, affordable buses and trains in order to provide an alternative to 
the use of cars. 

2. To improve traffic flow and reduce congestion at difficult junctions and 
congestion black spots on the A259, Broad Road and Chidham Lane in order to 
reduce journey stress and reduce air pollution. 

3. To improve safety on the A259 and Broad Road by reducing the risk from fast 
vehicles, ensuring appropriate speed limits, and introducing traffic calming 
measures on local roads where necessary. 

4. To support the provision of accessible, segregated cycle and pedestrian 
ways/paths providing safe alternative routes within the parish for all residents. 

5. To address the principal safety issue for the school, for both children and 
pedestrians, of pupils arriving and departing by motorised transport at the 
beginning and at the end of the school day. 

6. To ensure there are ‘Safer Routes to Schools’ to promote cycling and walking. 

7. To reduce on-road parking in Broad Rd and on the Main Rd by providing some 
off road additional parking for residents to improve safety and reduce 
congestion. 

8. To improve footway quality to encourage those who can walk, as well as to 
assist those with mobility problems. 

Objective set 8: Recreation 

1. To have a multi sports facility within the Parish to meet the need of growing 
children and young adults. 

2. To create cycle paths and pedestrian walking routes, which will enable safer 
cross-village connectivity and, over time, build links with other Parishes in the 
East West Corridor. 
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Objective set 9: Assets 

1. To protect and enhance the Parish’s heritage, history and buildings of 
importance for the future benefit of tourists and visitors, and existing and new 
residents. 
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Appendix 
Proposed Nutbourne to Hambrook Strategic Wildlife Corridor, indicated in green on 
plan below (source: Chichester District Council) 

  

        

Map 1 Proposed Nutbourne to Hambrook Strategic Wildlife Corridor 

CHICHESTER DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Strategic Wildlife Corridors Technical Consultation 
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Web: https://www.chidhamandhambrook-pc.gov.uk/ 

Email: clerk@chidhamandhambrook-pc.gov.uk 

Clerk and RFO to the Parish Council: B. Jones, 6 Woodlands Park, Main 
Road, Yapton, Arundel BN18 0EZ 

 


