
Draft notes of the Advisory Group to the Public Open Spaces Advisory Committee (POSAC) 
meeting held remotely on Tuesday 30 August 2023 at 7:30pm

Present: Cllr P Bolton Cllr S Bramwell Smith
Cllr R Gowlett Cllr P MacDougall

Also present: Clerk & RFO

 

AGPAC 18-23 Apologies for absence
Cllrs J Towers and M Hickman had given their apologies.

AGPAC 19-23 Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

AGPAC 20-23.1 To approve notes of previous meeting
Minute AGPAC 14-23 amended as follows: The group considered the revised Phase 2 
quotation list and agreed the total costs at £46,000 which includes a 15% contingency.
Recommendation under the Scheme of Delegation dated 27 May 2021 and 
revised on 5 May 2022: Subject to the above amendment, that the notes of the 
meeting held on 3 August 2022 be agreed as a correct record and signed by the Clerk 
noting this minute number.

AGPAC 21-23.2 Matters Arising from minutes not on the agenda

Cllr R Gowlett joined the meeting.

AGPAC 22-23 Development of Hawthorne Meadow
The Clerk advised that she had had communication from the CDC Planning Officer 
regarding the Hawthorne pathways planning application which would be approved 
subject to the wildlife survey. However, this had not yet been received.

With regard to the Broad Road crossing to the meadow, the Road Safety Audit had 
been completed by Fenleys and this, together with revised drawings from Cowan 
Consultancy, had been submitted to CDC Planning. We await to hear whether anything
further is now required by CDC.

It was suggested that Hawthorne meadow be a ‘nature intended’ meadow leaving the 
circular pathways natural as they are now and Pynham meadow developed with the 
Type 1 pathways. The only Type 1 pathway in Hawthorne Meadow would be from the 
new crossing off Broad Road to the central picnic area. It was suggested that we keep 
a watch throughout the winter to check the status of the pathways and ensure that they
are still passable all year round. 

AGPAC 23-23 Development of Pynham Meadow Phase 2
The CDC discretionary grant application for the gazebo has been submitted. We have 
received confirmation of S106 funding of £6,880. We will hear about the balance of the 
funding from CDC Discretionary Grants in October when the CDC Grants & 
Concessions Panel has met. Action: Clerk to brief David Rodgers about this

The group considered the revised layout plan which had been circulated. 
Recommendation under the Scheme of Delegation dated 27 May 2021 and 
revised on 5 May 2022:
That the proposed layout of Pynham Meadow Phase 2 be agreed (attached).

AGPAC 24-23 Trees, Miyawaki Forest and Orchard
Miyawaki Forest - CDC will flag with DEFRA that the site for location of the Miyawaki 
Forest in Pynham Meadow has been identified and ask for approval to go ahead with 
the grant funding.  Each site has an interpretation board and we would need to provide 
similar. We need to let CDC know of any preference for types of fencing. CDC has 



confirmed they would put in rabbit fencing but not deer fencing.  

Community Orchard – CDC has been sent a plan marking out the proposed location of 
the orchard on Pynham meadow. We need to go to nurseries to cost up the project - 
CDC can fund 100% of the cost of trees and 50% of guards and labour. We then need 
to complete a grant application form. This will then be submitted to DEFRA for 
approval. Then a grant agreement will be entered into between CDC and the Parish 
Council. There is room for 30 trees at 30m apart plus a few extra to be put on the 
north-eastern side of Pynham. Four posts would be put around each tree with fencing. 
Action: Cllr Bramwell Smith to get quotes from the nurseries for the trees. Brian 
Mills can provide a costing for the labour.

Highways Trees Scheme – Cllr Bramwell Smith has some names and addresses of 
residents interested in verge planting. The cost is £300 per tree x £3,000 (£1,500 NHB 
grant and £1,500 PC match funding).Action: Cllr Bramwell Smith will discuss this 
with WSCC to find out detail and respond. 

TPO signs – These will be put up in the Autumn.

AGPAC 25-23 Playground
It had been decided not to paint the litter bin but to put a decal on it giving information 
of what to put in the bin.

It was agreed at the informal Parish Council meeting held on 15 August 2022 that the 
little library would be located in the playground and that the playground sign on Broad 
Road would be reinstated and a new sign procured for the fence at the entrance to the 
playground. Action: Clerk to get quote for new sign for fence placement.

The little library has been ordered but not yet delivered. It was agreed that this library 
be placed in the north-eastern corner of the playground and attached to the fence. 
Action: Clerk to get quote from River & Tide Designs for a frame to install this.

The signs for the playground had been ordered from Creative Solutions. The proofs 
were received today and circulated to the group for comment. Action: Cllr Gowlett to 
measure the space on the bin for the decal sign.

We have been donated 2 very large yellow litter signs for the playground. It was agreed
that these should be placed either side of the gate inside the playground.

Recommendation under the Scheme of Delegation dated 27 May 2021 and 
revised on 5 May 2022:
That the new signs, the repairs required to the playground and the relocation of the 
little library and sign be funded from the Council’s earmarked reserve for the 
playground

AGPAC 26-23 Grounds Maintenance Contract
The group considered the current specification of work carried out by Andrews Ground 
Maintenance. A list of new requirements to be added to the contract was discussed – 
these because of further work required in the playground and the development of 
Pynham Meadow.

The additional work to be added to the specification is as follows:

Playground:
- Sweeping the pathway at every visit and removing debris
- Sweeping the paving under the picnic tables and benches at every visit and 

removing debris
- Cutting back the willows on north side of fence to about 2 ft above fence – as 

required
- Cutting back vegetation coming through fence inside playground on all sides – as 

required
- Cutting back vegetation on right hand side of pathway approaching playground to 

depth equal to the pathway and height of 8 feet – twice per annum



Pynham Meadow:
- Cut Pynham amenity area – quoted £70 per visit – every two weeks in the growing 

season
- Rake over sandpit sand
- Cut back wild areas outside of the circular pathways in February and September
- Mow the Orchard area every 2 weeks.
- Trim back the ditch running across Pynham – when required

Provide an additional hourly rate / day rate for additional work when required.

Recommendation under the Scheme of Delegation dated 27 May 2021 and 
revised on 5 May 2022:
That the Parish Council agree the revised specification to go out to tender (attached).

AGPAC 27-23 Any Other Business
- Cllr Bramwell Smith advised that she would be speaking to WSCC regarding Ash 

dieback. We could possibly keep the trunks to go in the wild areas in Pynham.

- Cllr Gowlett queried whether there should be two goalposts in Pynham instead of 

the one. This will be reviewed.

AGPAC 28-23 of       Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting would be held on Tuesday 27 September 2022 at 7:30pm by Zoom.

The meeting closed at 8.45pm

_______________________________                    ________________________________

Signed by: Date:  
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